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Fox truly said, it was clear that the Ministry was made up of
two parts, one belonging to the King, and the other to the
people. The discrepancies became more acute as time went
on. The Chancellor stoutly resisted in the Cabinet and in the
Lords all the Rockingham programme of economical reform.
One of the Lords' amendments to the Contractors' Bill was
actually moved by Dunning, whilst Thurlow took an open
and conspicuous part in opposing the Bill, and Shelburne to
the general astonishment was particularly friendly to Thurlow
though he supported the Bill. On another occasion there
were violent recriminations in the Lords between two mem-
bers of the Government, Thurlow and Richmond. Both
Shelburne and Thurlow again did their best to restrict
Burke's Bill in the Cabinet, and instead of the united and
resolute body forcing reform on the Court, which Burke and
Fox had hoped for, the Cabinet was a divided body in which
the King's interests were persistently upheld by a minority.
Rockingham was Prime Minister, but it was to Shelburne
that the King gave his confidence, communicating to him
not only his disapproval of the Rockingham measures but
his dislike of Rockingham's person. In such a situation it is
not surprising that Fox wrote as early as April the 28th to
Fitzpatrick, " Provided we can stay in long enough to have
given a good stout blow to the influence of the Crown, I do
not think it much signifies how soon we go out after, and
leave him (Shelburne) and the Chancellor to make such a
Government as they can, and this I think we shall be able
to do."
The King had already evaded the calamity that had once
seemed imminent; a united and compact Ministry, But the
measure of his good fortune was still incomplete. Two
months after Fox wrote to Fitzpatrick the letter quoted
above, Rockingham was on his deathbed; Shelburne, the
King's confidant and ally, became Prime Minister and the
Rockingham party was scattered. Fox and Burke, the two
greatest men in the party, left the Government; so did Lord
John Cavendish, Portland, Sheridan, Althorp, Duncannon,